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paper for England, if I happen to have anything particular
to tell you.

1565.    To SIB HOEACE MANN.

Strawberry Hill, Oct. 6, 1774

IT would be unlike my attention and punctuality to see
so large an event as an irregular dissolution of Parliament,
without taking any notice of it to you. It happened last
Saturday, six months before its natural death, and without
the design being known but the Tuesday before, and that
by very few persons. The chief motive is supposed to be
the ugly state of North America, and the effects that a cross
winter might have on the next elections. Whatever were
the causes, the first consequences, as you may guess, were
such a ferment in London as is seldom seen at this dead
season of the year. Couriers, dispatches, post-chaises,
post-horses, hurrying every way! Sixty messengers passed
through one single turnpike on Friday. The whole island
is by this time in equal agitation; but less wine and money
will be shed than have been at any such period for these
fifty years.

We have a new famous bill, devised by the late
Mr. Grenville, that has its first operation now; and what
changes it may occasion, nobody can yet foresee. The first
symptoms are not favourable to the court; the great towns
are casting off submission, and declaring for popular members.
London, Westminster, Middlesex, seem to have no monarch
but Wilkes, who is at the same time pushing for the
mayoralty of London, with hitherto a majority on the
poll. It is strange how this man, like a phoenix, always
revives from his embers! America, I doubt, is still more
unpromising. There are whispers of their having assembled
an armed force, and of earnest supplications arrived for
succours of men and ships. A civil war is no trifle; andme du Deffand was ready to
